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GAY-LESBIAN POEM #1
Activity Instructions: The purpose of this activity is to reflect on how it feels when others don’t respect who you are and who you love. Read the poem below, and then turn the page and fill in the blanks to create a poem of your own.
WALK ONE MILE… IN MY SHOES
by Midnight
I want you to walk one mile,

Just one, in my shoes.

I want you to see how you can hurt me,

I want you to see what goes on behind my masks.

I want you to know what it’s like,

To be walked on, dumped upon, and laughed at.

I want you to know how I feel,

When you laugh at me, and call me names.

I want you to know who I am,

Inside, for you claim to know the outside.

I want you to walk one mile,

Just one, in my shoes.

I want you to see what happens when I stumble,

I want you to see what goes on in my life.

I want you to feel what I feel,

When you break your promises.

I want you to love

The people that I love.

I want you to feel my pain,

When you hurt me so.

I want you to walk one mile,

Just one, in my shoes.
GAY-LESBIAN POEM #1  continued

Fill in the blanks below to create your own poem. Use the words suggested or choose your own words to communicate your thoughts as clearly and powerfully as you can. Feel free to add lines, remove lines, or make any other changes that fit your purpose. 
WALK ONE MILE… IN MY SHOES
I want you to walk one mile,

Just one, in my shoes.

I want you to see how you can hurt me,

I want you to see what goes on behind my masks.

I want you to know what it’s like
When a person is _________________________________________________________
                                (rejected for being different, ???) 

I want you to know how I feel
When __________________________________________________________________
            (people are afraid to get close me, ???)

I want you to understand my pain
When __________________________________________________________________
            (people laugh at me, ???)

I want you to walk one mile,

Just one, in my shoes.

I want you to see what happens when I pick myself up,

I want you to see the beauty in my life.

I want you to know how I express myself.
My words are like ________________________________________________________
                                 (TRY A SIMILE HERE – “My words are like weapons and hugs.”)
I want you to know what I am capable of.
My strength is like ________________________________________________________
              (TRY A SIMILE HERE – “My strength is like a song that stays in your mind.”)
I want you to know my heart.
My love is like ___________________________________________________________
                                 (TRY A SIMILE HERE – “My love is like warm blanket in winter.”)
I want you to walk one mile,

Just one, in my shoes.
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